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Youth Pastor—Curt Peterson 
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Office Phone: (321)727-3131 
 

Fax: (321)727-1048  
 

Net: 
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Facebook @ Peace Lutheran Palm Bay 
 

Staff: 
Jacqui Robinson, Office Administrator  
Betty Sheller, Nursery   
Cindy Wagman, Choirs 
Lorry Held, Praise Band 
Sally Cook, Pianist   
Danielle Shwiner, Custodian 
 

Volunteer Staff: 

Faye Schill, Treasurer 

Paul Shwiner, Youth Church 

Danielle Shwiner, Food Pantry 
 

The Olive Branch 
I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Peace Lutheran Church...  

Pas to r ’ s  M es s age  
Of Special Interest 

 Genesis Classes 

 Christian Youth League 

 NAMI Support Group  

Dear Saints and Sinners and Friends through Christ: 

As I write this letter, I have been your pastor for a grand total of nineteen days.  Those 

days have been informative and eye-opening to say the least.  I see or feel great       

potential within this lampstand, but as you already know, this potential will only come 

alive through healing and a renewed sense of purpose.  I know in my heart and soul 

that through Word and Sacrament, with the presence of the Holy Spirit, this 

Lampstand will shine again, using the fuel of kindness.  

You will notice that I have a tendency to call the church a Lampstand.  Why?                 

Because in the last book of the Bible, Revelation is written to seven churches.  Each 

church has their different set of issues, challenges and strengths.  John, the writer  

refers to them as the seven lampstands.  He teaches that as long as Christ remains in 

the center of the lampstand/church, even with our challenges, His light will continue to 

shine in dark places, if and only if we listen and obey our Savior’s Words. 

So what’s next?  We start by offering a beautiful and organized worship service that 

keeps Christ Jesus in the center.  A space where all people can search for God.  A 

home where God will find them through Word and Sacrament.  A place where             

kindness is the rule and not the exception.  Once this happens our pieces to the         

puzzle will begin to fall in place. 

For my part, I promise through the power of God’s Spirit to work hard at sharing the 

gospel of Christ Jesus in ways that may touch lives.  I am in the office                   

Monday—Thursday (8:00AM—5PM).  Call my cell (321-289-7115) anytime to talk, or 

stop by during the week with questions, concerns or simply to say Hi.  Fridays,   

weather permitting, I head to ocean to pray, clear my head, do a little fishing and 

spend the rest of the day placing the final touches on Sunday’s message.  Saturdays 

I’m doing what most do on their day off—stuff—and spending time with my lovely wife. 

Just this past Friday, while standing on the surf with two poles in the water, I prayed 

about the concerns of low/lower attendance and the question of whether to keep the 

traditional worship style, go with the contemporary, or blend them together.  Sure, it 

would be wonderful to have all people together and make the church seem fuller, but I 

believe if we combine or blend our worship, some may lose the way of worship that 

has guided and fed their soul for years.  There are many mature people in our area 

who want and need to hear the liturgy and sing the beautiful classic hymns.  Yet be-

lieve it or not, there are very few lampstands today (other than Catholic—and they are 

becoming fewer and fewer), very few offer this option.  So, why doesn’t Peace Luther-

an seek to become a Lampstand that offers the best Traditional Worship found in 

Palm Bay?   

   

(Turn to page 2) 
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Church Council 

 

Council Executive Board 

Steve Cotton President, Outreach—2/2020 

Lori Search Vice-President—2/2020 

Joy Olsen-McVay       Secretary—2//2020 

Faye Schill  Treasurer 

 

 

Members 
 

   Term Expiration 

 

Chris Ambros—Fellowship   2/2020 

Lynn Bender    2/2021 

Terry Zrutskie    2/2021 

 

 

“Dialogue with God in the Garden” 

Genesis means beginning!  The first book of the Bible is a fascinating story 

teaching us about the nature of God and our responsibility.  Sounds pretty    

important to me!  The class will open up the first 12 chapters of Genesis in a 

way that will not only inform, but also stretch your imagination and even       

challenge many of the past interpretations. 

 

Every Wednesday beginning July 11th a six-eight week class, lasting 

about  1 hour and 15 minutes, and will be taught by Pastor Trexler.                                                          

Classes are at 10:30AM & 6:00PM here at Peace. 

Hope you can set a little time aside to have dialogue with God in the garden. 

In the same breath, I understand others (perhaps the majority) desire an alternative form of worship—not quite as          
formal, with more upbeat music, maybe a little shorter—you know—not so “churchy.”  This also is a wonderful way to 
worship!  The Lutheran way applauds any manner of worship as long as it is surrounded by Word and Sacrament.         
Remember, it was Martin Luther who brought the Word of God to the people in a language they could understand.  It is 
Luther who introduced music and singing to worship.  So, why doesn’t Peace Lutheran seek to become a Lampstand 
that offers the best Contemporary Worship found in Palm Bay?   

I realize having two wonderful different worship styles does not solve the problem of attendance or the fellowship within 
the church family.  Yet, once the saints and sinners sitting in the pews are fed with messages offering comfort and       
forgiveness, once they are challenged with the life-giving, life-saving message of the gospel, once their souls are 
touched with the music, once they taste the real presence of Jesus Christ—these same saints and sinners—You—will 
want to share that experience with others!  We will share this Good News and we will invite our family, friends, neighbors 
and co-workers.  Over time our family will grow.  With this growth, our fellowship as Christians will need to become more 
intentional, with gatherings and time spent sharing our spiritual journey together.   

We will talk more about fellowship at a later date.  Let me end this letter by saying I have been your pastor now for a 
grand total of twenty days and I still feel and see great potential within this lampstand.  Peace will shine through God’s 
Word and our kindness! 

In Christian Love, 

Pastor David Trexler 
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Treasurer’s Report 

         May 2018         Income               YTD  

Contributions $9,143.11            $70,704.42 

Use of Facilities      +1,525.00               +7,007.00 

Total Income   $10,668.11            $77,771.42 

Expense  -14,430.55             -80,084.56 

 

Excess Expenses                                                                                                 

                                   YTD Deficit 

    $-3,762.55             $2,313.14 

You can see from my May report, that we are now running in the negative for the year.  I did transfer $5,000 from saving 
to checking in order to meet our payroll obligations without dipping into designated funds. 
 
We continue to have air conditioners which have reached old age and need new parts or in some cases need to be       
replaced.   
 
If you have made a pledge this year, please honor your pledge.  For anyone who hasn’t pledged, below is a pledge form.  
Pray on this and if God leads you, pledge above what you are currently giving in support of the new pastor, a renewed 
faith in what Peace Lutheran Church is doing in this community and moreover, in thankfulness and love to your Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ.    
 
Complete the form and return with your offering on Sunday or mail/deliver your pledge to the church office. 
  
If you have any questions or concerns regarding the church’s finances please contact me at my email:                            
TreasurerFaye@gmail.com. 
  
Please keep Peace Lutheran in your prayers. 
 
Your sister in Christ, 
Faye Schill, Treasurer 

PLEDGE CARD 

It is time for Peace Lutheran Church to grow 

and support the new Pastor.  To support 

growing the church, I am willing to increase 

my offering by $__________________ per 

month which would be about a _________% 

increase in my giving. 

_________________________________ 
 

________________________________       

Please print and sign your name 

Update on Fraud of GAP Funds 

 

The Circuit Court of Brevard County, Fl on June 6, 2018, filed an order that Defendant, Michelle Katherine Currie, 

pay restitution to Peace Lutheran Church in the amount of $21,560.70 at a rate of $185.00 per month for 118 

months.  These payments will be paid through the Clerk of the  Circuit Court beginning August 1, 2018 and                        

continuing until restitution is paid in full on April 5, 2018. 
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For I will restore you to health and I will heal you of 

Jeremiah 30:17a 

 

 
The Christian League Youth Group 

 
 
“Christian League Youth Group” is our youth ministry for the next generation. Our discipleship strategy with our  
youth is a vision of “partnering to see the next generation come to faith in Christ and follow Him in their daily lives.”   
If you are between the age of 5-16, we hope you consider joining us. Our youngest group is ages 5-9, with the youthful 

 young  ages 10 -16. 
 
Location: We meet in the Fellowship Hall and Youth Room and are connected on Facebook Messenger.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June / July / August Meetings or Events: Our Meetings in June and July is below, from 6:00-7:30pm, at the Peace              

 Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall and Youth Room. Dinner is provided. Hope you can join us for some fun & fellowship!! 
 
 

 Saturday, June 30th – Christian League Youth Car Wash, 8:30am – 10:30am 

 Thursday, July 19th – Next Christian League Youth Group Meeting at 6:00pm, in the Fellowship Hall. 

 TBD in July – Assist in cleaning the Peace Lutheran Food Pantry as a service project 

 Monday, July 30th – Food Distribution Service Project at Risen Savior Lutheran Church 

 TBD in August - Christian League Youth Group Meeting 
 
 

Christian Youth League: A Christian League Youth Group project continues through July as we celebrate the men and 
 women of our Military. We’re raising awareness and seeking donations for  Military Bible Sticks, a thumb drive and     
 hearing device that speaks of God’s Word. Sponsored by the non-profit organization Faith Comes By Hearing, each          
 donated dollar supports the $25.00 cost for the Military Bible Stick, and 100% of every donation supports the cause.           
 Over 500,000 have been issued to our Troops, and the demand is ever greater today. Every donation is appreciated.  

 
We are proud to promote this message, our Christian League Youth Group will be again assisting the Food Distribution 

 Parking Lot Drive service project on Monday, July 30th. Ms. Pat Gorski has asked that we arrive NLT 10:15am, meeting 
 again at Risen Savior Lutheran Church, Port Malabar  Boulevard, in Palm Bay.  
 
 It’s rewarding it is to reflect on our meeting Thursday, June 21, 2018, at 6:00pm, at Peace Lutheran Church’s Fellowship 
 Hall. Pizza and soft drinks were provided through the generous support of the members of Peace Lutheran Church. As part 
 of our continued focus on service to others (Matthew 23:11; “the greatest among you will be your servant”), and learning to 
 be a help to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, our Christian League Youth Group assisted in preparing leather key chains. 
 Some guests from St Paul Lutheran Church were present and we also met Mary Blucker, who is a Faith in Action member, 
 and others, to assist in this most important community service project. During this meeting night the Youth supported the 
 Faith in Action Team which is part of the Brevard Homeless Coalition Services led by Terry Quinlivan.  The Faith in              
 Action Team is made up of people from faith based organizations and churches.   
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Please tell your friends, neighbors, and everyone within hearing distance dear Sisters and Brothers, and come join to help raise 
awareness and money for the Brevard Homeless Coalition Services. 
 
This month’s Message:  When it comes to service, what does the Lord ask of all of us? Aren’t we all part of His Great Commis
sion? And how can we set a good example of service for our own children? Let’s be reminded of Matthew 25: 35-40:   
  
 ‘For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
  stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me,            
   I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 
   
 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you  
  something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 
   When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 
 
 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
  you did  for me.” 
 
 
Service to others in Jesus’ name doesn’t have to mean leaving the area. We can all do something that makes a difference in the lives 
of others right here.  It just takes that personal decision that may mean a little sacrifice on our part to get things started. Whether it’s 
a commitment of time or money–or both, we are called on to make a difference in this world. It makes me think of Luke 12:48 “For 
unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required; and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the 
more.” 
 
If you’re looking for some ideas to help the church family branch out, these are some good starting points: 
 
1. Volunteer in your local community.  Contact a local group, charity or locally sponsored program. Bring your kids along if it is a 
child-friendly environment! 
 
2. Donate unused goods and clothing that are in good condition.  Many local stores that resell usable items offer much needed jobs 
to the less fortunate in our own communities, which is another form of service. This is also a great place to get your own children 
involved – ask them to help sort through their old clothes and toys to give some away. 
 
3. Visiting the elderly and sick.  By giving a little of our time it can make a huge difference in the lives of others! Another great 
place to bring your kids along! 
 
4. Serving children.  We all think of children’s ministry!  But there are also ways to serve our children in their classrooms, at the 
local library or even as a coach or mentor. Bring your own kids along to minister to their peers. 
 
5. Mourn with those who mourn.  Share the hope that Jesus brings to those who are suffering a recent loss.  If you can’t find this 
connection through your local church, many Hospice programs are good resources to assist anyone who wishes to serve those who 
are dying or the loved ones who have just lost someone. 
 
6. Visit the imprisoned.  This is such a fabulous ministry opportunity! Sharing the gift of God’s love and forgiveness with people 
who may not think they are worthy of these gifts any longer. (This may not be a great place to serve with your children, but certainly 
a way to set an example for them.) 
 
7.  Serve with your kids at a local mission / shelter.  Whether it’s helping with the meals, doing a little weekend cleaning, or helping 
to stock a pantry, it’s important to teach our kids about serving others. 
 
Most importantly, use your God given talents!  If you love to cook, sew, pray for others, encourage people, make cards, garden or 
even use the computer…there are services that you can volunteer to do!  It’s not a secret that God will meet our needs.  Just look 
around and you’ll see,   too, that He uses His Church, to meet those needs in His name.  
 
How do you serve others in the Lord’s name?  
 
For His Kingdom,  
Paul Shwiner / Pastor Curt 
Cell: 321-626-4751 



 

 

 

COOPER, David & Sally (58)   07/02 

MATTHEWS, Trevor & Bea (25)  07/04 

MCVAY, Brian & Joy (20)   07/04 

SOUCY, Jack & Nancy (40)   07/08 

HARVEY, Celeste (14)    07/17 

FUCCI, Preston (15)    07/20 

ZRUTSKIE, Terry & Jude (55)   07/20 

AMBROSE, Christopher & Heather (19)   07/24 

HOFFMAN, Don & Sue (54)   07/25 

WILSON, Jack & Judy (54)   07/25 

SCHILL, Larry & Faye (37)   08/22 
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July/August2018 

July/August                

Anniversaries 

Carolyn Richard 

Mona Sprague 

Susan Hildebrand      

Gwen Newberry 

Lori Deaton 

V.B. & Lucinda Johnson 

Dale McKeny 

Vernell Santa Maria 

Elizabeth Nash 

Ryan Dasinger 

Walter Froelich 

Martha Marsh 

Gary Snow III 

Frank Meier 

Robert B. Elliott 

Tyler J. Azevedo 

Jenn Wayne                   

Manuel & Tonita Rodriguez 

The Wilson Family 

George Sigrist 

 

SIENKIEWICZ, Allison  07/06 

CALVIN, Tim             07/07

  

GERHKE, Karin           07/07 

WITTER, Jerrold          07/07 

BAKER, Mark               07/20 

ACCOLA, Thomas       07/21 

SANDBERG, Emma    07/22 

BISTARKEY, Marion    07/23 

GRICE, Mark                07/25 

JAMES, Ashlyn             07/25 

MERCADO, Maxi         07/25 

JESSWEIN, Elisabeth  07/29 

ELLIOTT, Sylvia           07/31 

DOWE, Pat                   08/01 

SANDBERG, Beverly   08/03 

ZRUTSKIE, Jude          08/03 

ARNDT, David              08/04 

DOYLE, Brent               08/04 

 

RAMSEY, Lindsay   08/06 

RAMSEY, Maggie  08/07 

MCVAY, Jackson  08/08 

WHITLOCK, Kayla  08/10 

WHITLOCK, Gary  08/12 

RICHARD, Carolyn        08/13 

ACCOLA, Brenda  08/14 

MEIER, Frank    08/15 

ARNDT, Kristina   08/16 

PETERSON, Curt   08/17 

TRAVER, Nancy   08/18 

LOTT, Susan    08/20 

PELLECCHIA, Henrietta   08/20 

COTTON, Jessica  08/25 

MADDEN, Stephanie  08/25 

KOWING, Kristin   08/26 

CRAIN, Barbara   08/30 

WAGMAN, Dan   08/30 

FOSS, Lucille    08/31 
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Did you know?  Instead of writing multiple checks for 

individual contributions like the Children’s Hunger Project, the 

Food Pantry, etc., you only have to write one check. Simply   

designate the breakdown of your giving in the check’s memo area 

or on the envelope itself. “FP” for Food Pantry, “CHP” for        

Children’s Hunger Project, and so on.   

Thank you for your contributions! 

 

E.J. Alcario, Iraq 

John Bedford, Iraq  

Kristen Hall AF, Iraq  

Capt. Brian Nailing, Co. Ft. Hood, TX 

Maj. AD Dennis Peoples, Rock Island Arsenal, IL 

Cpt,  Nathan Schill, Ft. Jackson, SC 

USN FC3 Stephen Weaver, USS Dewey 

AIC Austin Cundiff, Keesler AFB, MS   

Joe Trammell, Army, Ft. Campbell, KY  

Navy Chief Sean Patrick Goguen, Norfolk, VA 

LTJG Laura Towle, Kings Bay, GA 

1st Lieut. Tanner Johnson—Army, E. Africa 

Tyler J. Azevedo—Middle East 

 

 

Please help us keep our list of military personnel 

up-to-date! Call or e-mail the office                                    

with any changes in status, rank, or location! 

Our Food Pantry is always in need of  

donations of either food or financial     

donations to support this much needed 

ministry.  Our community is flooded with 

people  looking for help, and we are  

grateful that as a church, we can help 

meet the need, anyway we can.  Your 

generous donations will allow us to     

continue to help them and together, we can see our      

community get stronger!  

Our pantry is open on:  Tuesday’s—9AM -11AM and  

Thursday’s—5PM -7PM.  We service zip codes 32905 and 

32907 only at this time. 

Thank you to everyone who has saved the cartons in the 

past few years. 

Bits & Pieces 
Check us out on Facebook @ Peace Lutheran Church 

Give us a                      and get updates, spiritual               

     messages, events and  

                           any changes.  

Or visit us on our website www.peacelutheranpb.org  

NAMI Mental Health Group 

Something for those that live with a                                
Mental Health Diagnosis.   

I am Chris Cox and I facilitate the new National Alliance 
of Mental Illness (NAMI) mental health group, being held 
each Tuesday from 5:30-7:00pm at Peace Lutheran 
Church.  I have been trained by NAMI to lead positive, 
safe, and informative groups with peers that want to       
improve their life (according to individual’s wants and     
desires.)  We are guided by guide-lines that include being 
respectful and confidentiality. 

Our principles also help us by keeping them in our 
thoughts as we discuss common issues we as people that 
live with a mental health condition, face daily.  These     
include “We will see the individual first, not the illness.”  
“We aim for better coping skills,” “We embrace humor as 
healthy,” “We do not tolerate discrimination,” and “We will 
never give up hope.”  There are 12 in all. 

We keep open arms to all peers that live with any mental 
health diagnosis. 

There are support groups also for family members who 
wish to learn more concerning their loved ones that are 
going through and for continuing support.  Currently, there 
is a NAMI Family Support Group being held on the 2nd 
Wednesday of every month from 6:00-7:30pm at the     
Circles of Care, located at 2000 Commerce Drive,                 
Melbourne. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions 
concerning these NAMI groups. 

NAMI Space Coast wants to thank Peace Lutheran Church 
for their support and community involvement. 

Chris Cox, NAMI Volunteer Facilitator                                     
(757)660-0908 
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Phone: (321) 727-3131                                                 
Fax: (321)727-1048                                                 
Email: office@peacelutheranpb.org               
Website: www.peacelutheranpb.org 

Senior Pastor: David Trexler 

Youth Pastor: Curt Peterson 

Worship Service              

9:00AM & 11:00AM 

 

 

We Serve 

Altar Guild—Set up and prepare for communion each week, 

usually serving one month at a time; more people are needed. 

Worship Servants—Sunday Worship Assistants and Com

munion Assistants are needed. 

Office Helpers—Those who help with mailings, preparing 

Welcome Packets, etc. 

Chancel Choir—Sing to the Lord at 11am each Sunday, prac

tice 7pm Wednesday evenings. 

Bell Choir—Call Cindy Wagman to learn more about our 

choirs 676-3849. 

Peace Band—Practice at 7pm on Thursday evenings. Come 

and try out. 

Money Counters—Teams of two people working for one 

month at a time.  Call church office if interested. 

In the Nursery—Betty Sheller is our Nursery Attendant  in the 

nursery for your children. If you are a parent leaving your chil

dren in the nursery during services you are welcome to join 

with them in caring for our little ones during worship.  

Work Groups—There is always plenty of work to be done 

here. Please contact Steve Barnett. 

Projectionists Needed — People that are in the projection 

room Sunday morning for our Sunday presentations.  Please 

sign up in the projection room. 

Panera Bread Pick-up—Each Friday evening people are 

needed to go to Hammock Landings to get the goodies for 

Sunday morning Café Peace. Cindy Wagman at 676-3849 
 

Call Committee—Our team visits people who are in the 

hospital, nursing homes, and who are homebound. See Terry 

Neumann for more information. 

 

Please call the office to be a servant for the Lord by taking 

on one or more of these opportunities.   

(321)727-3131 

Return service requested 

Peace Lutheran Church               

1801 Port Malabar Blvd N.E.  

Palm Bay, FL  32905 


